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Thoughts to ponder

• What does risk mean to you?

• Is that the same for your community, organisation or country?

• What is your appetite to risk?

• What is vulnerability?

• Does a vulnerability change depending upon the disaster or emergency that you 

are facing?

• Who should be involved in assessing the risk?
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Direction of 
approach

Parliament sets the direction for the 
United Kingdom (UK)

• Govern

• Produce laws 

Approach and 
Implementation
Brief History

2000 and 2001 – UK 
experienced 3 serious 
emergencies

• Fuel Crisis, Serious 
Flooding, Out break of foot 
and mouth disease

Review of Emergency 
Planning 2001 -2004

Identified the need to have an 
integrated approach to 
Emergency Management
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NRSA

National UK document that aims to 
assess:

• the most significant malicious and 
non-malicious risks facing the UK or 
its interests overseas.

• each risk as a reasonable worst-case 
scenario (RWCS)

• likelihood of the risk manifesting and 
its consequences across a range of 
areas should it occur.

Assessing Likelihood

NSRA assesses both malicious and 
non-malicious risks using the same 
methodological approach.

• Non-malicious likelihood is based on 
historical precedent, expert 
judgement and statistical 
models/forecasts

• Malicious likelihood is based on the 
intelligence services view covering 
intent, capability and vulnerability
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Assessing Impact

Dimensions considered under the
impact assessment

• Human welfare

• Behavioural

• Economy

• Essential services

• Environment

• Security

• International order
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Sendai Framework

Different approach to risk and who's involved:

• Emphasises the need to empower local 

communities to reduce risk

• Supports the approach of building resilience 

from the ground

• Helps to create an environment to build social 

capital

Grenfell

Reflecting on this tragedy:

National Risk Register evaluated major fires as having 

limited impact with a likelihood score of 2

• Did this assessment consider the community’s ability to 

respond?

• How does the current approach take into account the 

continuing impact on national, regional and local 

communities?

• What is tolerable risk?
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Summary & Questions

• UK approach is top down with little engagement, with communities, on 
the development risk assessment or plans in dealing with the 
disaster/emergency

• Community involvement in pre-planning for disasters or emergencies in 
the UK is low

• Predominate communication is through ‘warn and inform’

• Risk and Vulnerability is viewed very differently

* Images from National Risk Register 2023 Edition, United Nations Office for Disaster Reduction website 2024


